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Abstract:

ELT is moving fast these days, but that doesn’t always mean students actually learn better.
This paper looks at the hurdles English teachers and students deal with and find some
practical ways to make classes better. The real issue isn’t always missing tech or supplies;
it’s the gap between classroom lessons and using the language in actual situations. A lot of
people study English for years but still struggle to speak up or share their own thoughts. ELT
is moving fast these days, but that doesn’t always mean students are learning more. This
paper looks at the hurdles English teachers and students face and finds some practical ways
to make classes better. It is recommended that ELT go beyond finishing off the syllabus and
preparing the students for tests. Classroom exercises need to relate to daily conversations,
local contexts, working requirements, and personal interests of learners. Technology and
artificial intelligence could help in providing feedback instantly but cannot take the place of
human motivation, culture, and knowledge about students’ problems. The research paper
also emphasizes the importance of viewing mistakes as chances for learning and not failures.
In conclusion, it is stated that successful ELT needs to find a compromise between
technology, interaction, autonomy, and the human element of a teacher.

Keywords: English Language Teaching, modern pedagogy, language learning, classroom
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The teaching of English language has emerged as one of the critical fields of
education in the contemporary era. English language is highly prevalent in higher education,
scientific research, technological studies, businesses and administration as well as
communication. The relevance of English language has further been accentuated in the case
of India due to the diverse nature of languages, educational systems and learners of the
country. The role of English in the life of learners cannot be confined only to its being an
academic discipline within the educational curriculum. It becomes much more than that in
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many cases as it becomes the medium through which higher education and better
employment opportunities can be pursued. The significance of English language has not led
to efficient language learning automatically.

New possibilities have emerged for teaching English in the era of modernity. With
digital classrooms, Internet resources, mobile applications, artificial intelligence (Al),
language learning programs and interactive instructional material, more options are available
to teachers than ever before. The use of dictionaries, pronunciations, conversation
recordings, and readings are no longer limited only to the traditional classroom setting but
are accessible via technological means. Artificial intelligence may offer instant feedback,
generate exercises and help learners develop their writing skills. There have been opened up
possibilities which could hardly be imagined in the conventional classroom environment.
However, technology by itself does not automatically guarantee any learning experience. A
learner might do multiple exercises online but not become able to join a discussion or share
their opinion. However, the primary challenge of current English Language Teaching is not
how to adopt innovative techniques or technology in the process, but how to integrate these
resources into the requirements of language learning of the students. For instance, the
majority of students in Indian classrooms rely greatly on their books, grammar tasks,
memorized answers and preparation for examinations. This approach can be effective in
helping them to learn the grammatical structures and provide answers in writing; however,
it will not necessarily prepare them for spontaneous conversation. In turn, the situation
worsens when students are supposed to demonstrate their abilities in speaking, listening,
reading and writing without proper practice.

Usree Bhattacharya’s discussion of English teaching in India places the subject
within a wider social and historical context. She describes it as a “socioeconomically
stratified, and politically charged terrain” (Bhattacharya, 2022). This statement is significant
since the issues associated with learning the English language can hardly be comprehended
in terms of classroom approaches alone. The availability of good schools, teachers,
textbooks, digital means, and possibilities of communicating in English varies from place to
place and among different socio-economic groups. Those students who use English in their
environment, including at home, may enjoy an advantage over those who use it only in the
classroom setting.

There have been some scholars whose works have impacted the ELT process,
especially those who challenged the idea that a single approach could fix all problems in the
classroom. These ideas are still applicable in india due to differences in students’ linguistic,
learning, and social background and future requirements. Kumaravadivelu challenges the
dependence of language teaching on established methods that claim to offer universal
solutions. In his discussion of postmethod pedagogy, he proposes three important principles:
particularity, practicality and possibility (Kumaravadivelu, 2001). These ideas show that
learning should be tailored to the specific needs of the learner, and promote teachers using
their classroom experiences to gain knowledge. The theory by Kumaravadivelu can be
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applied in India as well. The strategy which works effectively at the private urban college
may not yield the same result in a government college where students lack experience of
using English. Moreover, the method which is fit for the postgraduates may not work with
students who face problems in constructing sentences. That is why teachers need to be
selective in choosing, modifying and mixing methods.

Stephen Krashen stresses the significance of understanding the meaning of language
in context. The learner requires understanding of language input along with the possibility
for building on this understanding. Krashen’s approach contrasts the practices of teaching
languages where an inordinate amount of time is spent explaining grammar rules. “We
acquire language when we understand it” (Krashen, 1982). This quote brings to attention the
difference between learning the rules of grammar and having the skill of using the language.
For instance, students might learn the rules for using different tenses but still have problems
retelling their experiences. A student may be aware of the question formation rules but have
hesitation in formulating questions in conversations. However, the point is not that grammar
should be completely excluded from ELT. Grammar should be linked with other skills such
as reading, listening, speaking and writing which provide grammar some practical sense.
Students will learn tenses in the context of personal stories, learn question formation while
conducting interviews and study prepositions while describing known locations.

According to Suresh Canagarajah, there is no need to view the English language as
something which should be defined using the concept of one standard. Indeed, the English
language is used by speakers who come from different linguistic cultures in contemporary
society. Therefore, effective communication often requires not only explaining concepts but
also negotiating meanings. “In Search of a New Paradigm for Teaching English as an
International Language” (Canagarajah, 2014). This particular debate carries huge importance
with regard to India. Indian students must learn to pronounce well, speak with grammar
accuracy and language appropriateness, but not get a message that their regional accent
means that their English is flawed. A student from Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Kerala or Assam
can speak English that bears traces of their mother tongue. But the ultimate purpose of
education should not be to remove their language identity.

The critical applied linguistics approach of Alastair Pennycook has prompted many
scholars to look into the relationship between language learning and issues of power, social
inequalities, identity, and marginalisation. His view brings about a shift away from the
straightforward issue of whether or not a pedagogical practice works. From the Indian point
of view, this approach enables teachers to understand why the English language is viewed as
a language of intelligence and prestige. The attitude that learners of regional languages are
seen as less competent can negatively impact self-confidence levels and encourage
withdrawal. A learner who understands his subjects well can still remain quiet for fear of
making grammatical mistakes or poor pronunciation.
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Major Challenges of English Language Teaching in India
1. The gap between examination performance and communicative ability

Among the perennial challenges facing Indian ELT is that of the disparity between
academic success in examinations and language proficiency. Students might score highly in
their exams through rote learning of definitions and answers found in textbooks, and
engaging in standard grammar exercises. However, such students may find it difficult to
introduce themselves professionally, to express a problem, engage in group discussions, or
compose a proper email message. The challenge gives rise to the pertinent issue regarding
the nature of what ought to be assessed during English examinations. The tendency to focus
on assessing memorised knowledge will lead students and educators to prioritise preparing
for examinations at the expense of other aspects. It is not that examinations are not needed;
assessments are necessary to gauge progress. The trouble lies in the fact that doing well in
examinations becomes the primary objective of learning. ldeally, it should comprise not just
grammatical knowledge but also practical skills like giving presentations, conducting
interviews, writing summaries and solving problems.

2. Unequal opportunities and the digital divide

While the use of such devices for learning has increased, the access to them is still
unequal. There are some students who have their own computers, constant access to the
Internet, private space to study and even chances to converse in English outside class time.
However, there are other students who rely on shared mobile phones, small data packages or
even college facilities that may not be available at all times. The issue gets complicated when
universities assume that all learners can do homework or work with Al programs on their
own.

3. Multilingual classrooms and learners’ linguistic backgrounds

The multilingual nature of India poses a problem as well as an opportunity to teach
English. Learners coming into the same classroom may come from various linguistic
backgrounds such as Telugu, urdu, hindi, tamil, Kannada among many others. Learners may
also have different experiences of learning the English language before. Thus, one class may
be easy for some learners while others find it hard. The requirement that learners learn
English without referring to their own language may unnecessarily create problems,
especially during initial stages. Short explanations in the learners’ language, comparison of
grammatical structure and bilingual dictionary may assist learners comprehend the concepts
better.

4. Teacher preparation and professional development

The efficiency of ELT is largely dependent on the teachers’ linguistic knowledge,
teaching skills and understanding of the learners. Yet having an adequate amount of
linguistic knowledge does not automatically translate into teaching skills. A teacher can be
very knowledgeable about the literary and grammatical aspects of the language but still lack
the skills for designing communicative activities, teaching pronunciation, assessing the
speaking skills of the learners or working with technology. The professional development

.
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process of teachers must thus go beyond lectures and general training programs. It is crucial
for teachers to have practical experience in preparing lessons, observing classroom practice,
trying out various activities and evaluating students’ performance. The National Education
Policy 2020 also recognises the importance of improving language teaching through
conversation, interaction and experiential methods, rather than limiting it to literature,
vocabulary and grammar (Ministry of Education, 2020). The challenge is to translate these
policy intentions into sustained classroom practice.

5. Language anxiety, fear of mistakes and classroom silence

Another issue which, while not as obvious, is equally serious is the emotional attitude
of the learner towards the language. There are some students who relate speaking in English
to public humiliation. This is because some students might feel afraid of being laughed at,
corrected, or compared to more fluent students. This means that the students who need the
most amount of practice might end up getting the least amount of practice. Silence on the
part of the students doesn’t necessarily mean that they don’t know or aren’t interested in
what’s going on.

6. The dominance of textbook-centred teaching

Books are good resources, but cannot contain all communicative scenarios that
students will face in the future. If learning is confined only to the explanation of books,
translation of hard words and preparation of answers, students might have no chances to
work independently in English. Current ELT is aimed at making a connection between
textbook material and real life. Thus, after studying formal letters, students should write an
application; after dialogue studies — conduct role-plays, and after reading — discuss the social
issue which is described in the reading. Students need to get familiarized with emails, notices,
reports, ads, workplace communication and computer messaging. None of these activities
needs any costly equipment; it just needs teachers who will be able to make a link between
language and its aims.

Emerging Challenges in the Modern Age
1. Artificial intelligence and the changing role of the teacher

The function of the teacher is thus being transformed and not rendered obsolete.
Teachers can assist students in responsible utilization of Al tools in identifying mistakes,
comparing different ways of saying the same thing, and providing justifications for the
choices made. For example, rather than merely tasking students to produce an essay, the
teacher may ask the students to produce a first draft, get Al feedback, identify helpful ideas
from the feedback, and turn in a second version with explanations for the modifications
made. This process brings learning into the open. The thesis is that Al should never be a
replacement for mental labor.

2. The problem of academic honesty and original expression
Generative Al technology has further complicated the evaluation of English writing
skills. The final paper might be either a piece of writing that reflects the student’s skill set,

.



SP Publications
International Journal of English and Studies (IJOES)

An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Journal; Impact Factor: 8.175 (SJIF)
ISSN: 2581-8333|Volume 7, Issue 6| June, 2025

the result of significant help from a person, or a largely generated work by an Al system. In
any case, teachers find it difficult to tell apart all of these elements in the finished paper.
However, a more efficient strategy would be to judge both the process and the outcome. For
instance, teachers could request outlines, drafts, revised papers, and comments on the
decisions made in the course of writing.

3. The pressure of employability and global communication

The requirement for communication in English is becoming more common for the
modern student in terms of the interview, presentation, discussion, and even business
communications. However, the English language, which is being studied at school, does not
always meet those requirements. The employability-oriented ELT program should involve
writing professional emails, participation in meetings, answering to interviews, making
phone calls, report writing, and presenting an idea. Students have to be trained to make
disagreements, requests for clarifications, explanations of mistakes and inability to find the
proper word.

Innovations and Emerging Possibilities in ELT
1. Moving from language knowledge to language performance

The innovative approach is to assess what learners are capable of doing with the
language rather than what they know about it. The learners can be assigned to conduct an
interview with a fellow student, explain how something works, complain about something,
summarize a news story, or suggest a solution to a problem affecting the area. These activities
involve not just grammar, vocabulary, and comprehension but communication skills as well.
Learning becomes more meaningful since the learners get to know the reason for learning
certain words and structures. Teachers can keep track of their students’ progress throughout
the semester.

2. Context-sensitive and locally relevant teaching

English teaching materials should reflect the lives and experiences of learners.
Examples drawn from local markets, public transport, college activities, family experiences,
local businesses and community problems can make language learning more accessible. This
does not mean that students should be restricted to local subjects. They should also engage
with international issues, scientific developments, literature and global communication. The
important principle is to connect familiar experiences with wider knowledge.

3. Developing a classroom culture of communication

For communicative competence to emerge, students need more chances to
communicate. Therefore, institutions need to create chances for working in pairs, group
discussion, telling stories, debating, role play, presentations, and peer assessment. Such
exercises do not necessarily have to fill up the whole class time. Even ten minutes of well-
organized communication will be helpful for students. Students can be divided into pairs and
asked to solve a certain problem, compare two perspectives, or prepare a short dialogue.

.
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4. Flexible assessment and continuous feedback

While traditional tests can help to evaluate some types of knowledge, they do not
fully evaluate one’s abilities to use language in different situations. It is important to design
a balanced system of evaluation that includes traditional written tests, listening exercises,
presentation, practical writing and speaking exercises as well as projects. It is important to
provide detailed feedback on areas which require improvement. For example, instead of
writing “poor English” teachers can specify what requires improving “sentence structure,
verb forms, or idea organization.”
Assessment must also value improvement. The students who start out with lower levels of
ability can improve greatly even though they are not at the level that more advanced students
have reached. This will help keep them motivated to continue their studies without lowering
expectations.

5. Continuous teacher development and institutional support

Innovations in English language teaching cannot be achieved through the individual
efforts of the teachers alone. There is a need to ensure that there is provision of suitable
teaching materials, professional development, reasonable class sizes, and provision of
facilities for ICT-based teaching. The teacher training process needs to encompass the
practice of Al-based teaching, communication, assessment, multilingual teaching, and
preparation of learning materials.

6. A Critical Argument: Modernisation Must Not Become another Educational Fashion

One hazard in current English language teaching is that each new innovation is
regarded as a complete panacea for the challenges that currently exist. Communicative
Language Teaching, online learning, blended learning, and computer-mediated language
learning all represent good opportunities, but none can address challenges such as inadequate
infrastructure, lack of accessibility, exam pressures, and poor teacher training on its own.
This is also true for the assumption that traditional teaching methods have no value at all.
There is nothing wrong with using grammar teaching, translation, memorization, and
explanations as long as they are used for suitable reasons. The issue is not the presence of
such methods but their over-use and mechanical use. Students should be grammatically
correct and communicatively fluent as well.

Learning English does not need to come at the expense of the regional languages.
Students can learn English without having to forget Telugu, Urdu, Hindi, and other
languages. In fact, the language skills they already have will aid them in making
comparisons, understanding concepts, and improving communication. The National
Education Policy 2020 supports multilingualism and experiential language learning.
However, the success of such policy objectives depends on implementation, including
teacher preparation, appropriate learning materials and practical opportunities for language
use (Ministry of Education, 2020). Policies on their own will not bring about changes in
classrooms. Change will only come through a continuous process of working within the
institution and looking into the experience of the learners. The worthiness of ELT will be

.



SP Publications
International Journal of English and Studies (IJOES)

An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Journal; Impact Factor: 8.175 (SJIF)
ISSN: 2581-8333|Volume 7, Issue 6| June, 2025

determined through one criterion: is the learner able to speak English confidently, accurately
and independently after learning?
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