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Abstrac t:  

T he Elementary  ser ies ,  por t raying Sher lock Holmes  a nd h is  u niver s e,  

f i l ls  up  the unsa id p or t ions  of  S ir  Ar thur  Cona n Doyle’s  wr it ings .  T he 
cha racter s  swel l  and ext end fr om their  Vict or ian set t ing to a  moder n one.  

T he or ig ina l  compos it ion ser ves  a s clues  to develop  an en la rged v iew and 

r e-r ea ding of  the canon in the ser ies .  T he CBS Holmes  s witches  f rom a 

s toic  superhu ma n to a  genius  not  wit hout  vulnerabil i t i es .  A drug addict ,  
the te levis ion ser ies  s hows Holmes  s leep ing with women,  a t tending  

Narcot ics  Anonymous  meet ings  fo r  sobr iety ,  l ick ing pavements  to ga ther  

ev idence,  wa king Watson up  in the most  b iza r r e manner  poss ib le,  and  
accept ing h ims elf .  Cha racter s  l ike Watson and Mor ia r ty undergo 

t ransfor ma t ions  too which cont r ibutes  in t he cha racter  develop ment  of  

Holmes .  Alt hou g h Sher lock’s  indep endent  ways  of  l ea ding h is  own li f e  
get s  c loa ked by h is  suavity usua l ly yet  Elementary  unmasks  h is  

imp eccable l if es t y le.  T his  cont emp or is ed ver s ion takes  a  progress ive leap  

from the Victor ia n decoru m to the a ge of  exp er imenta t ion of  forms .  I t  

t r ies  to qu es t ion the s ter eot ypica l  cons t ruct ion of  the Vict or ian her o and 
exp os es  the hu ma n b ehind i t .  T he pres ent  paper  is  an at tempt  to s tudy 

and u nder s tand the iconic cha racter  of  Sher lock Holmes  and his  u niver s e 

in Elementary  ser ies  compar ing i t  with Conan Doyle’s  cr ea t ion.  
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Introduct io n  
Cr ime f ict ion is  the genr e tha t  encompasses  act s  of  off ence,  involves  

v iola t ion of  law by cr imina l moves  l ike mu rder ,  kidnap,  and b lackma il ,  

among ot her s ,  wrapped in a  f ic t iona l na r ra tion.  I t  cons t i tu tes  of  a  pol ice 
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or  det ect ive inves t iga t ion to t r ack down  the problems to a  f ru it fu l  

solu t ion (Abra ms & Harpham,  2017) .  
T he Vict or ian age wit ness ed a  prol if er a t ion of  det ect ive novels  and s hor t  

s tor ies  which incr eased the r eader s hip  of  cr ime f ict ion (Landow,  2006) .  

Socia l  eros ion gave way a s  pros t i tu t ion was  r if e,  murder s  and robb er ies  
wer e the or der  of  the day esp ec ia l ly in the notor ious  corner s  of  England 

l ike the L ondon Eas t  End (Loftus ,  2011) .  T he ‘cr imina l cla ss ’  was  tha t  

s t ra ta  of  the soc iet y which for med the lowes t  par t  and was  thought  a s  the 
‘danger ous  cla ss es’  b y the upp er  crus t  (E msley,  2011) .  Bes ides ,  th e 

cont emp ora ry sta te of  economy was  so mis erable tha t  the society was  in  

desp era te need of  a  saviour ,  an a ll -p ervading f igur e to s o lve t he 

ot herwis e unfa thomable myst er ies ,  hence cr ime f ict ion.  
 

Notable det ect ive novel is t s  f rom S ir  Ar thur  Igna t ius  Conan Doyle,  Dame 

Aga tha  Chr is t ie to G.K. Ches t er ton,  qu enched the needs  of  the common  
mass  cons equ ent ly giv ing b ir th to Sher lock Holmes ,  Hercule P oir ot ,  Ms. 

Marple,  and Fa ther  Brown.  However ,  in the words  of  Sa tya ji t  Ray’s  

Feluda ,  Holmes  is  widely cons ider ed a s  the tor chb ea rer  in the a r ena  of  

det ect ion,  which is ,  t ime and aga in proved by the televis ion s er ies  and 
the movie a dapta t ions .  Yet  t he 2012 ver s ion ent i t l ed Elementary a t tempts  

to  t ake a  dr a s t ic  s tep  in b r inging out  the r aw t ru th behind the mu lt ip le  

mas ks  of  Sher lock Holmes  without  ca r ing much about  t he s t r ic t  
convent ions  tha t  i t  canonica lly fo llowed.  

 

T he r eason b ehind how the s er ies  got  i t s  name is  a  ra ther  comp ell ing one.  
¡As  an ans wer  to Watson’s  “Exce llent !” ,  Holmes ’  prompt  r ep ly  

“Elementa ry” in The Adventures o f  the Crooked Man help ed P .G.  

Wodehous e r ep hrase i t  a s “Elementa ry,  my dea r  Watson” in his  novel,  

Psmi th ,  Journali s t  (Doyle,  2012;  Wodehous e,  2008) .  Many mis take 
Wodehous e’s  qu ota t ion a s  Doyle’s  but  Holmes  does  spea k nea r ly the 

same th ing yet  not  the exact  one (Smal lwood,  2013) .T hanks  to both Doyle 

and Wodehous e,  the ser ies  r eta ins  i t s  na me from their  ima gina t ions .  
 

I t  was in the novel,  A Study in Scarlet  tha t  Sher lock Holmes  is  f ir s t  

int rodu ced a s  he meets  Dr .  John Watson,  proudly showing the la t t er  his  
scient if ic  d iscovery which is  r el iab le enough to r enew his  hop es  of  

apprehending cr imina ls  roaming about  wit hout  ev ide nce.  

“Ha! ha !” he cr ied,  c lapping h is  hands ,  and looking a s  del ight ed a s  a  

ch i ld wit h a  new toy.  “Wha t  do you th ink of  tha t?” (Doyle,  2011) .  
 

He is ,  according to S tamford,  the “knot ty  problem”,  a  myst ery t o b e 

s tudied.  S tamfor d did emer ge to be t rue,  howev er ,  a s each adapta t ion  
tends  to ha ve i t s  own ver s ion of  Holmes  and h is  ecology;  he is  the man 
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shrou ded in the mis t s  of  h is  for midable enigma  ot her  than tha t  of  tobacco 

and coca ine.  But  tha t  does  l i t t l e t o swa y Elementary  f r om ca rving out  th e 
unsa id gaps  in t o an ext r aordina ry yet  t r ou bled mind,  which is  why the 

convent iona l semiot ic  cu es  of  Doyle’s  pr es enta t ion a s  the s ix  f eet  

cha r is ma t ic ,  sop his t ica t ed,  and elega nt  per sona  f inds  a  t rans it ion in i t s  
r ogu ish,  squa lid,  t a t tooed,  and s t ruggl ing guis e with a  mid dl ing s ta tur e.  

Unlike Benedict  Cumb erba tch’s  Holmes  who looks  dapper  in h is  

t radit iona l ly ta i lor ed Bels ta ff  Milford Coa t  r ef er r ing t o h is  ea sy  
movements  a s Doyle’s ,  nea r ing the Uls t er  coa t Holmes  dons  in the books ,  

Mil ler ’s  Holmes  p er f ect ly pul ls  off  an un f la t ter ingly i l l  f i t t ed one 

r ef lect ing an ongoing s t ruggle with h is  own as  wel l  a s  a  dis r ega rd for  the 

soc ieta l  exp ecta t ions .  
 

T his  paper ,  ther efor e,  is  an at tempt  to look a t  how Holmes  grapples  with  

h is  own problems,  pas t ,  pr es ent ,  fami ly,  and thos e who s urround him,  
both f r iend a nd foe in t he t wenty f ir s t  century.  I t  a lso inclu des  t he 

evolu t ion of  Holmes  from b eing a  per fect  problem s olver  who r ema ins  

unb other ed b y a lmost  ever y s i tua t ion in t he canon t o his  b eing b other ed  

by a lmost  ever yth ing in Elementary .  However ,  the t hing tha t  c la ims  to b e 
unchanged is  the indisputable br i l l iance and a  cur ious  mind.  I t  is  not  only  

the cha racter  of  Holmes  which r ema ins  to be the focus  her e but  a lso a  

f ew other s ,  both f r iend and foe,  who a r e par t  of  his  journey,  na mely,  Dr .  
Watson and Profess or  Mor ia r ty.  I t  wou ld endea vour  to show how th e 

ser ies  off er s  to the v iewer s  an enla rged in terpreta t ion of  i t s  canonica l  

cou nt erpa r t .  
 

In one of  h is  int erv iews ,  Rob er t  Doher ty,  the cr ea tor  and wr it er  of  t he 

ser ies ,  pays  homa ge t o Doyl e,  and under takes  to depict  yet  anot her  

r epres enta t ion of  t he consult ing det ect ive based on the s tanda rd ima ge 
with a  s tand of  i t s  own.  

 

THE UNIVERSES OF TWO SHERLOCKS  
Cona n Doyle’s  br a inchi ld embarks  mu ch beyond the ana lys is  of  cr imina l  

psychology,  mot ives  and obs erva t ions .  One of  the gr ea t es t  cha racter is t ics  

tha t  makes  Sher lock Holmes  s tand out  is  an hones t  emp has is  of  the 
det ect ive h ims elf .  T his  ma kes  i t  ea s ier  for  Elementary  to r edes ign th e 

cha racter  wit h more la yer s  of  hu mour  and eccent r icit i es .  T he ab surd 

elements  tha t  Rober t  Doher ty makes  evident  in h is  ver s ion fro m 

Sher lock’s  act ing sk i l ls  to h is  pr ef er ence of  pugnacious  beha viour  ar e the 
ones  tha t  va lida te the authent ic it y of  the l i t er a ry f igure r ather  than 

s t raying from it .  
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Being a  phys ic ian hims elf ,  Doyle des ir ed  to impar t  qua li t i es  of  b oth  

science and hu mour  in his  hero,  a  combina t ion tha t  wou ld go on to mak e 
h im a  cla ss ica l  cha r isma .  From the int rodu c t ion of  for ens ic  sciences  to a 

mode of  ent er ta inment ,  Holmes  cou ld b e deduced a s  the det ect ive f ict ion  

with ma ny f ir s t s .  Al l  of  which a r e exp os ed on a  modern not e in the s er ies .  
On an apparent  not e,  i t  wou ld b e d iff icu lt  to point  a  l imita t ion on Holmes’  

pa r t  but  deep  down,  ther e a r e some.  He i s  descr ib ed a s  the one who 

smokes  avidly,  seeks  r efu ge in  v io l in,  opiu m,  and coff ee when h is  
int el lectua l  faculty dema nds  i t .  Int er es t ingly,  Elementary  s tr ikes  a  not e 

with t he viewer s  wher e the protagonis t  i s  a  r ecover ing drug addict  

h ims elf ,  somet hing tha t  has  swif t ly mus hroomed in the cont emp ora ry 

t ime engu lf i ng mi l l ions  across  the wor ld.  
 

Compared to the BBC adapta t ion of  the pr im and proper  Sher lock ,  who 

tends  to be incl ined to the canon,  Jonny Lee Miller ’s  ava ta r  sweeps  away 
the drab ,  dry,  and cold appea rance in a  f lamboya nt  manner .  I f  Benedict  

Cumb erba tch is  the fami lia r  be-a l l  and end-a ll  Holmes  who proceeds  in  

each cas e s t ra tegica lly,  Mi ller ’s  Ho lmes  a lways  “has  a  process” which  

fur ther  goes  on to h ighl ight  his  exc lus ivit y  than the r es t .  From snif f ing  
the wa lls ,  s t icking a  f inger  s t r a ight  down a  dea d man’s  throa t ,  to br inging  

in a  caged cock in Watson’s  room as  wel l  a s  smashing t hings  abrupt ly,  

h is  approaches  a r e no less  than Cu mb erba tch’s  s tor ing a  dead ma n’s  hea d  
in the r efr igera tor .  Elementary  proves  to p lay a  game of  opp os it es  wher e 

much unl ike t he t r adit iona l,  this  Holmes  is  the one who,  desp it e h is  

br i l l iance,  avoids  seeing l if e in the organi s ed wa y both r eader s  and 
v iewer s  ar e used to see him.  Cont r a ry to the not ion of  Sher lock Holmes  

being the most  ser ious  indiv idua l poss ess ing an ext r eme loa th ing for  

casua l company,  the ima ge takes  a  ra ther  dif f er ent  turn her e.  In the 

ep is ode,  Tremors ,  be i t  facing int er roga t ion b y the pros ecutor ,  “Do you  
rout inely break the la w dur ing the cour se of  your  inves t iga t ion?”,  the 

inves t iga t ion bureau’s  warning tone to Holmes  tha t  i t  is  not  a  joke,  or  his  

apparent ly dubious  met hods  wher e a  pol ice off icer  is  hosp it a lis ed,  a l l  
point  to h is  sheer  indiff er ence in fo l lowing a set  of  convent iona l pol ice 

procedures ,  and la w and order .  He ident i f ies  h ims elf  a s  a  “ joke machine”  

but  is  aware of  h is  s t r engt hs  deep  down.  
 

Whi le r eading Sher lock Holmes’  cases ,  i t  cou ld not  be d enied tha t  ma ny 

of  t he r eader s  poss ess  a  pencha nt  to outs mar t  and cha l lenge t he det ect ive 

in his  qu es t  f or  t r u th.  T hey t end t o conject ure the ma t t er  and so lve t he 
myst er ies  befor e he does  a r e eventua l ly for ced to give up .  Being absent  

f rom the pres ent  scena r io,  i t  is  only throu gh Watson’s  and Holmes’  

accou nt  tha t  r eader s  get  to know t he events  a s  wel l  a s  the progr ess es .  In  
most  ca s es ,  Holmes  ma kes  a  ser ies  of  r evela t ions  a t  the end which inc lu de 
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ma ny of  the obs er va t ions  tha t  he dr aws  but  du e to lack of  spac e and t ime,  

the r eader s  fa i l .  Hence,  Doyle tact fu l ly  depr ives  the r eader s  f rom 
out wit t ing h is  hero.  T he sh if t  of  media  s eems t o s t i t ch t his  depr iva t ion  

wher e the v iewer s  wi ll  get  a  chance t o obs erve but  only when t he ca mera  

wants  them t o.  From the furn ishe d rooms to the r esp lendent  pa int ings  a t  
Mor ia r ty’s  hous e in Elementary ,  the viewer s  have convenient  ima ges  t o 

look a t ,  because of  which,  we do suspect  Mor ia r ty’s  col lect ion a s  

somet hing which does  not  t r anspir e a s  innocent .  
 

Elementary  becomes  a  t ex t  in i t s  own r ight  a s a  par t  of  the pos t moder n  

na r ra t ive compared to the Victor ia n one.  Retel l ing of  a  s tory is a  

pos t modern a spect  which b ecomes  a  new ob ject  and,  therefore,  s tands  
or ig ina l .  I t  denot es  to a  r e - int erpreta t ion of  the ex is t ing tex t .  T he 

Vict or ian na r ra t ive devot es  t ime to the new invent ions  l ike the s t ea m 

engines  for  which t he journeys  b ecome s hor ter .  For  ins tance,  in the The 
Adventure o f  the  Soli tary Cycl i s t ,  Holmes’  client ,  Ms.  Smit h r elies  on  

r a ilway t o vis i t  her  mot her  on we ekends  (Doyle,  2020) .  On the ot her  

hand,  ca rs and aeroplanes  ar e shown as they  a r e now the advanced modes  

of  t r anspor ta t ion.  T he usage of  mu lt i -media  on the sa me scr een s erves  a s  
an exa mple of  pas t iche.  T he v iewer s  a r e int roduced to Holmes  in the f ir s t  

ep is ode of  the f ir s t  season a s  he wa tches  s ix  televis ions  a t  one go when 

he f ir s t  meets  Dr .  Watson (Car li ,  2014) .  
 

Elementary ’s  Holmes  is  a  man in h iding,  the one who has  fa llen f ro m 

grace a f t er  his  drug addict ion to cop e h is  lover ,  I r ene Adler ’s  dea th which  
eventua l ly lea ds  h im to s t ep  back from Scot land Yard.  Holmes  is ,  a t  

pr es ent ,  a  consu lt ing det ect ive to the New Yor k Pol ice Depar tment  

(NYPD).  New York and not  L ondon,  ther efore,  becomes  a  s et t ing to prove 

h is  wor th,  which would only be poss ib le with the he lp  of  the for mer  
surgeon,  Dr .  Joan Watson,  a s his  sob er  companion.  

 

Apar t  from Holmes  h ims el f ,  the show a lso  takes  a  clos er  look a t  Joan 
Watson.  A woma n who has  been commi ss ioned b y Holmes’  fa ther ,  

Moreland,  to s tay wit h his  son,  Watson proves  to be a  mor e  capable f igur e 

than jus t  an a ssoc ia te t o an acc la imed det ec t ive who fol lows  him for  the 
mer e sake of  i t .  Her  s tay a t  221B Baker  S treet  wit h Holmes  proves  to b e 

benef ic ia l  for  both of  them.  Whi le Holmes  gradua lly lea rns  to have an  

emot iona l equi l ibr iu m a t  her  pr es ence,  Watson focus es  on the bas ics  of  

inves t iga t ion from him which would go on to help  her  both in d iagnos ing  
and ana lys ing medica l  and cr imina l ca ses  la ter  (Nyapa thi,  2022) .  T his  

builds  on the int roduct ion of  Dr .  John Watson,  a  decora ted a nd r et ir ed  

medica l  off icer  jus t  r eturned from the Afghan war ,  who f ir s t  comes  to  
sha re lodgings  wit h Holmes  and r ema ins  to be a  l if elong fr iend and 
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associa te.  He r epres ents  the r eader s ,  ha rd in obs erv ing ever y deta i l ,  

ha rdly able to r each a  solu t ion,  and unable to  fo l low Holmes’  met hods .  
Sexua li t y is  one of  the elements  which p lays  a  s ignif ica nt  role in b oth  

the mediu ms wit h a  hushed por t r aya l in the ca non and a  des t igma t is ed  

one in the s how.  Wr it ing dur ing the end of  the Victor ia n t ime,  i t  was  of  
cour s e,  a  topic which was  not  supposed to be d iscuss ed in the op en but  

in the ar enas  of  love mar r iages ,  pr iva te,  “or  els e in cer ta in other  socia lly  

toler a ted cont exts ,  a s  gent lemen d id with L ondon’s  thousands  of  
pros t i tu tes” (R edmond,  1984) .  T he women ment ioned in the s t or ies  a r e  

eit her  v ict ims  of  abuse a nd ignorance or  a r e chea ts  and b lackmai ler s .  

T hey do not  f ind thems elves  cont r ibut ing p r imar ily to t he p lot s  in most  

ca ses  and usua lly r ema in offs tage,  apar t  f rom a  few like I r ene Adler ,  the 
one woma n who s ees  throu gh Holme s  and succeeds  in outwit t ing him 

(Poole,  2014) .  

 
Elementary ,  ther efore,  morphs  the t wo very d iff er ent  cha racter s  of  Adler  

and Mor ia r ty into one.  She is  both ‘ the woma n’,  whos e s t r ength and 

indep endence,  a s  an oppos it e sex ,  s tands  out  to Holmes ,  a s  wel l  a s  the 

Napoleon of  cr ime,  Holmes’s  a r ch r iva l .  Bot h when mingled into one 
draw Holmes’  a t tent ion a s  a  uniqu e puzz le p iece.  Althou gh in A Scandal  

in  Bohemia  Adler  escap es  leaving b ehind a  phot ograph,  never  to r eturn,  

she eventua l ly does  in the show only to bea t Holmes  a s Jamie Mor ia r ty 
(Doyle,  2023) .  In the gu is e of  Adler ,  she makes  Holmes  fa ll  in love with  

her  and s tudies  Holmes’  met hods  whi ls t  ca r rying out  her  p lot s  of  t er ror  

a s Mor ia r ty,  her  tr ue self .  Alt hou gh Holmes  canonica l ly s tops  
under mining women as  s ubordina te f igures  a s oppos ed to men,  Ja mie 

Mor ia r ty succumbs  to the pr essures  of  mis ogyny her self ,  thr ea t ening Joan 

Watson,  under es t ima t ing the la t t er ’s  capabil i t i es  a s jus t  anot her  woma n 

who is  not  Sher lock.  But  i t  is  bot h her  exp er ience a s  a  surgeon and  c los e 
fo l lowing of  Holmes’  sk i l ls  tha t  enables  Watson d iagnos e M or ia r ty’s  

a ffect ion for  Holmes  a s  a  ‘condit ion’ .  She t r icks  Mor ia r ty int o thinking  

tha t  he is  sha t ter ed and heavi ly drugged for  which the la t t er  r eturns ,  
ma kes  her  confess ,  and outs mar t s  her .  

 

T he s er ies ,  ther efore,  emp loys  gender  ident i ty to do away with th e 
ot herwis e taboos  of  the Victor ian E ngland (Das ,  2020) .  I f  Jamie M or ia r ty 

happens  to be the da rk s ide tha t  Holmes’  br i l l iance thr ea t ens  to turn him 

into,  i t  is  Joan Watson’s  pr esence tha t  ensures  his  sanit y and hu ma nit y.  

T his  does  not  necessa r i ly r ef er  to t he p oint  tha t  whi le t he for mer  is  ‘bad’ ,  
the ot her  is  ‘good’  but seems to h int  a t  the inevitab il i t y of  a  hu man’s  

ex is t ence whils t  ba lanc ing both inher ent  in h im or  her .  
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While Doyle does  not  make subs tant ia l  cha racter  growth in ter ms  of  h is  

hero a s  he ha rdly needs  one,  the p er f ect ion he has  b een woven int o,  
Elementary set s  out  to cha r t  the road of  a  f lawed indiv idua l for  which h is  

a r c is  cons iderable.  He ma kes  peace wit h h i s  pr es ent ,  confr onts  his  pas t ,  

acknowledges  the cont r ibut ions  and concerns  of  the ot her s  in his  l if e,  and  
lea rns  to forgive.  I t  is  through Har t ley’s  ana lys is  tha t  one under s tands  

how Vict or ian l i t er a tur e can be r et r ieved,  seen,  and brought  to l ight  in  

an emot iona l ly c lea r er  exp licit  s ens e (Hart ley,  2011) .  Memb er s  of  the 
Vict or ian middle c la ss  a imed to ma inta in  their  r espectabil i ty,  s ta tus 

achieved,  cont rol led b ehaviour  as  wel l  a s individua l is m ins t ea d of  

co l lect ivis m (Is okos i,  2008) .  

 
Vict or ian mascul init y fou nd i t s elf  ex i s t ing on a  spect rum;  whi le one end 

dep ict ed v iolent  idea ls  with t he hones t  c i t izens  l ike sa i lor s ,  f ir emen,  

b lacks mit hs ,  army of f icer s  working for  the bet t er ment  of  the count ry,  the 
ot her  p ictur ed the Vict or ian gent lema n of  t he middle c la ss  who wou ld be 

poli t e,  s toic ,  and in fu ll  comma nd of  a ll  of  his  sens es  s t r iving for  the 

cou nt ry’s  improvement  (Mar t inka ,  2024).  I t  is  the la t t er  ca tegory tha t  

conf ir ms  to Holmes’  cha racter  by Doyle,  the man who pr ides  h ims el f  to 
be in fu l l  poss ess ion of  his  nerves ,  doing an d b eing ever yt hing tha t  is  

r ight .  

 
In the p i lot  ep is ode of  Elementary ,  Holmes  confronts  a  suspected  

murder er ,  Dr .  R icha rd Mant lo,  and grows r es t less  a t  the ma n’s  awareness  

of  Holmes’  inabi l i t y to prove h im gui l t y a t  the moment .  Enraged,  Holmes  
dema nds  Wats on’s  ca r  keys  and cr a shes  int o Mant lo’s  ca r  in r eta lia t ion 

which leads  him t o sp end t he n ight  in ja i l .  Bes ides ,  in t he ep is ode,  Paint  

in  Black ,  Holmes  f l ings  cha ir s ,  smashes  both his  and Mycroft ’s  phones  

a s  wel l  a s  the la t t er ’s  wa tch and crushes  i t  under  h is  f eet  to l et  off  his  
f rus tr at ion and avoid the Na t iona l Secur it y Agency (NSA) from t r acking 

them any fur ther .  On the ot her  hand,  Doyle’s  por t raya l of  Holmes  is  a  

ma n who does  get  annoyed but  h is  anger  is  not  wit hout  comp osure.  In t he 
s tory,  The  Final  Problem ,  whi le descr ib ing Profess or  James  Mor ia r ty,  the 

cr imina l mas ter mind,  to Watson,  Holmes  b et rays  r es t less ness  and uneas e 

thinking tha t  Mor ia r ty wa lks  about  the s t r eet s  of  London wrecking havoc  
while he s i t s  back (Doyle,  2015) .  In yet  anot her  s tory,  The Adventure o f  

the Blue Carbuncle ,  when a  you ng James  Ryder  admits  to s tea ling the 

ca rbuncle and fr a ming t he innocent  Hor ner  for  i t ,  he b egs  Holmes  for  

mer cy.  Althou gh Holmes  does  forgive him r ecognis ing h is  gui l t  s t r icken  
self  and unl ikely involvement  in fu r ther  cr imes ,  he infur ia t ingly shouts  

a t  Ryder  comma nding h im t o lea ve immedi a tely (Doyle,  2018) .  In ot her  

words ,  ab id ing b y the Victor ia n codes  of  mora l i ty,  Holmes  seldom let s  
emot ions  to clou d the judgements  of  h is  own,  channel l ing i t  a l l  int o  
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playing v iol in,  locking h ims elf  a lone for  hour s,  s troll ing ins t ead.  He even 

goes  on in ject ing drug in The S ign  o f  Four  to dr ive awa y boredom in the 
mids t  of  a  case,  hence comba t ing the poss ib il i t i es  of  d is t r act ing h ims el f  

f rom the cas e i t s elf  (Doyle,  2001) .  

 

Conc lus io n 

I t  is  sa fe to say a t  this  point  tha t  bes ides  Doyle,  the r ecur r ing por t r aya l 

of  Sher lock Holmes  and h is  adventures  on scr een help ed  immor ta lis e  
Sher lock Holmes .  T hey break,  r emou ld,  r et ell ,  and r epr es ent  the wr it ings  

in audio visua l without  a l t er ing the  or igina l  ess ence.  Elementary  makes  

sure tha t  the det ect ive dons  a  new c loa k which would comp el many t o  

qu es t ion and compare with t he or ig ina l  ve r s ion.  T he ver sa t i l i ty of  t he 
cha racter  l i es  in h is  effor t  in get t ing Doher ty’s  Holmes  out  of  i l l  

a ct iv it i es  l i ke,  the chronic drug addict ion which cos t s  h im his  job .  T his  

is  somet hing t ha t  mos t  t e lev is ion adapta t ions  gl ide pas t  (Kulzick,  2019) .  
Althou gh Sher lock Holmes  is  actua lly someone who is  point ed a s  an 

idios yncra t ic  man yet  he never  s teps  headlong int o the da nger s  tha t  might  

have fa ta l  cons equ ences  to thos e who a r e dea r  to him.  Wha t  set s  a  new 

t rademark for  the s er ies  is ,  i t  zooms a ll  the prospect ive ima ges  tha t  Doyle 
dot t ed out .  I t  shou ld b e not ed tha t  i t  was  not  only the Vict or ian p er iod  

tha t  was  in s ea rch  of  a  saviour  but  the fo l lowing ages  a s  wel l .  T ha t  is  the 

r eason why Sher lock Holmes  is  so r ep ea t edly a  des igned and r edes igned 
f ict iona l cha racter  of  whom the v iewer s  never  seem t o get  over  wit h.  

Sher lock,  and univer s e in Elementary ,  ther efore,  a t t empts  t o r escu e us 

f rom the morbid cr imes  to confl ict ing r ela t ions hips  in his  ver y own t erms  
of  deduct ion.  

 

Whi le spea king about  his  fa scina t ion for  Holmes ,  Doher ty says ,  “He 

r ea lly is  in ma ny,  ma ny r esp ects  an a lien among us” (CBS,  2013).   
Holmes ,  therefore,  is  pa ir ed up  ess ent ia lly with J oan Watson and not  John 

Watson,  the only one pa t ient  to h is  a t t i tudes  who can t ea m up wit h him,  

mot her  h im and scold h im to p er f ect ion.  T he dis t inct ion bet ween bot h the 
media  a ls o dep ends  on the bas is  of  whos e p er spect ive he is  b eing  

descr ib ed from.  Holmes’s  cha racter is t ic  t r a i t s in the novel cou ld be 

under s tood by Watson’s  gaze yet  his  op inions  ar e pr esent ,  esp ec ia l ly the 
ones  he put  for th h ims el f  wit hout  the descr ip t ion of  t he doct or .  

Elementary’s  Holmes  is  pr es ent ed before us  by the b ehaviour  of  the 

ot her s  through audio- visua l media  (Car li ,  2014) .  T hanks  to Doher ty,  

Watson’s  r esp ons ib il i t y in sketching her  f la tma te’s  deeds  is  now sha red  
by the other  cha racter s to some ext ent .  

 

T his  paper  a t tempts  to tr ace the compar ison  between  b ot h the Sher locks ,  
then and now wit h an emphas is  on how they cont extua l is e thems elves  in 
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their  r espect ive t ime p er iods .  I t  is  ob vious  tha t  when a  r enowned 

cha racter  becomes  a  cel lu lo id sensa t ion for  mult ip le t imes ,  ther e wou ld  
be cr i t i c is ms  and compar iso ns  among them.  Alt hou gh Elementary  

welcomes  a  f r es h face of  the protagonis t  and  endea vour s  to br eak t hrou gh 

the shackles  of  or thodox y commendably yet  i t  is  the cla ss ica l  Holmes  
who has  been s tea l ing the show so fa r .  Despit e h is  celebra ted shadowy 

appea ranc e,  he r ema ins  to b e the one who r ea der s  pr ef er  to get  back to,  

a f ter  every Elementary  wa tch.  No doubt ,  Doyle’s  cr ea t ion is  the t or ch  
bea rer  of  a l l  media  dep ict ions  of  Holmes’  univer s e inc lu ding Doher t y’s  

product ion.  
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