
 

 

SP Publications 

International Journal Of English and Studies (IJOES) 
An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Journal; Impact Factor: 8.337(SJIF)  

ISSN: 2581-8333|Volume 8, Issue-3(March);2026 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

280 

Espionage, National Identity, And Psychological Conflict In Bilal Siddiqi’s  

The Bard Of Blood: A Comprehensive Research Study 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Ms D.Swetha

1 

I -M.A. English, Department of English, Muthayammal College of Arts and Science, 

Rasipuram 

& 

Dr. A. Manjula
2
 M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D., 

Assistant professor,Department of English,Muthayammal College of Arts and Science, 

Rasipuram. 

Mail Id: manjua6896@gmail.com 

__________________________________________________________________ 
Article Received: 18/02/2026 

Article Accepted: 20/03/2026 

Published Online: 21/03/2026 

DOI:10.47311/IJOES.2026.8.03.286 

Abstarct: Spy fiction has traditionally served as a literary lens through which the 

anxieties, political tensions, and ideological conflicts of a particular historical period are 

examined. Bilal Siddiqi’s novel The Bard of Blood (2015) represents a significant 

contribution to contemporary Indian espionage literature by combining political realism 

with psychological depth. Set against the volatile geopolitical landscape of South Asia, 

particularly the conflict-ridden region of Balochistan, the narrative explores covert 

intelligence operations, national identity, and the moral ambiguities faced by intelligence 

agents. The story revolves around Kabir Anand, a former Research and Analysis Wing 

(RAW) operative who has retreated into academia as a Shakespeare professor after a 

traumatic mission failure. When a crisis involving captured Indian spies emerges, Kabir 

is compelled to return to the world of espionage he attempted to leave behind. 

 

This research paper offers a comprehensive critical examination of the novel, 

focusing on its narrative structure, characterization, thematic complexity, and political 

context. It explores how Siddiqi presents espionage not merely as an action-driven 

adventure but as a psychologically demanding profession marked by ethical dilemmas 

and emotional consequences. The paper also evaluates the novel’s transformation into 

the Netflix series Bard of Blood (2019) and discusses how cinematic adaptation reshapes 

narrative emphasis and audience reception. By integrating literary analysis with political 

criticism, this study argues that Siddiqi’s work reflects the contemporary concerns of 

nation-states dealing with terrorism, covert warfare, and ideological conflict. Ultimately, 
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The Bard of Blood contributes to the evolving canon of Indian spy fiction by blending 

geopolitical realism with human vulnerability. 

 

Keywords: Political Thriller, Balochistan, National Identity, Psychological Trauma, 

Espionage Literature. 

 

Espionage fiction occupies an important position within modern literature 

because it reflects the political anxieties, diplomatic tensions, and ideological struggles 

of its time. Historically, Western writers such as John le Carre and Ian Fleming shaped the 

genre by depicting intelligence operations during the Cold War and post-war geopolitical 

conflicts. These narratives often explored themes of secrecy, loyalty, betrayal, and 

national interest. In contrast, Indian English literature has produced relatively few works 

that seriously engage with the complexities of intelligence operations and international 

political strategy. 

Within this context, Bilal Siddiqi’s The Bard of Blood emerges as a significant 

development in contemporary Indian spy fiction. Published in 2015, the novel attracted 

considerable attention due to its ambitious geopolitical setting and sophisticated 

narrative structure. Siddiqi wrote the novel at a remarkably young age, yet the work 

demonstrates extensive research into international politics, intelligence agencies, and 

regional conflicts. Rather than presenting espionage as glamorous or heroic, the novel 

highlights the psychological and moral challenges faced by those who serve in the 

shadows of national security. 

The central narrative follows Kabir Anand, a former agent of India’s external 

intelligence agency, the Research and Analysis Wing (RAW). Haunted by a previous 

mission that ended disastrously, Kabir withdraws from the intelligence world and 

becomes a literature professor specializing in Shakespeare. His quiet academic life 

symbolizes a desire to escape the violence and ethical compromises associated with 

espionage. However, when Indian intelligence officers are captured in Balochistan, Kabir 

is forced to return to the field for a dangerous rescue operation. 

This research paper examines The Bard of Blood as more than a commercial thriller. 

Instead, it approaches the novel as a cultural and political text that reflects contemporary 

anxieties surrounding nationalism, identity, and covert warfare. Through an analysis of 

the novel’s themes, characters, narrative techniques, and political context, this study 

demonstrates how Siddiqi’s work contributes to the broader discourse of modern 

espionage literature. 
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Historical and Political Context 

Indo-Pak Relations and Intelligence Rivalry 

The political tension between India and Pakistan has shaped South Asian 

geopolitics since the partition of British India in 1947. This division created two 

sovereign nations whose relationship has been marked by territorial disputes, ideological 

rivalry, and periodic military conflicts. Among the most significant issues influencing 

bilateral relations is the Kashmir conflict, which has resulted in multiple wars and 

ongoing diplomatic hostility. 

Within this geopolitical environment, intelligence agencies play a crucial role in 

gathering strategic information, preventing terrorism, and influencing political 

developments. India’s Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) and Pakistan’s Inter-

Services Intelligence (ISI) operate in a constant state of strategic competition. Both 

agencies conduct covert operations, counter-intelligence activities, and surveillance 

missions to protect national interests. 

Siddiqi situates The Bard of Blood within this environment of suspicion and 

covert warfare. The capture of Indian agents in Balochistan creates a diplomatic crisis 

that cannot be resolved through conventional political channels. Instead, the Indian 

government must rely on clandestine operations to retrieve its personnel and maintain 

national credibility. By focusing on intelligence activities rather than open warfare, the 

novel highlights the invisible conflicts that shape modern geopolitics. 

Balochistan as a Political and Symbolic Setting 

The region of Balochistan plays a crucial role in the novel’s narrative and 

thematic structure. Balochistan is geographically significant due to its vast territory, 

natural resources, and strategic location bordering Iran and Afghanistan. However, it has 

also been the site of political unrest and insurgency for decades. Various separatist 

movements have emerged in response to political marginalization, economic inequality, 

and disputes over resource distribution. 

In The Bard of Blood, Balochistan functions not merely as a backdrop for action 

but as a symbolic space representing the intersection of global politics and local conflict. 

Siddiqi portrays the region as a battleground where international intelligence agencies, 

militant organizations, and local insurgent groups pursue competing agendas. This setting 

emphasizes how marginalized territories often become arenas for proxy conflicts between 

powerful states. The depiction of Balochistan also reflects broader themes of ideological 

extremism, political manipulation, and geopolitical competition. By situating the 
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narrative within this complex environment, Siddiqi underscores the interconnected 

nature of regional and global politics. 

Authorial Background and Literary Intent 

Bilal Siddiqi’s academic background and intellectual interests significantly 

influence the narrative of The Bard of Blood. Although the novel belongs to the popular 

thriller genre, Siddiqi incorporates elements of political analysis, historical context, and 

psychological exploration. His research into intelligence operations and international 

relations adds authenticity to the story. One of Siddiqi’s primary literary objectives 

appears to be the demystification of espionage. Unlike many popular spy stories that 

glorify intelligence agents as fearless heroes, Siddiqi presents espionage as a profession 

filled with uncertainty, ethical dilemmas, and emotional strain. Intelligence officers must 

operate in secrecy, often sacrificing personal relationships and moral clarity in service 

of national security. 

Another important aspect of Siddiqi’s literary approach is the humanization of 

intelligence operatives. Through the character of Kabir Anand, the novel explores the 

psychological consequences of covert warfare. Kabir’s internal conflicts illustrate how 

espionage can leave lasting emotional scars.By combining thriller elements with 

psychological introspection and political commentary, Siddiqi attempts to elevate the 

genre of Indian spy fiction beyond purely entertainment-driven narratives. 

The Inciting Crisis 

The narrative begins with a high-stakes crisis: several Indian intelligence agents 

operating undercover in Balochistan are captured by extremist militants. Their capture 

threatens to expose covert Indian operations and create an international diplomatic 

scandal. The Indian government faces a difficult dilemma,public negotiation could 

reveal sensitive intelligence networks, while inaction would abandon the captured 

agents. This incident establishes the central tension of the novel and highlights the 

secrecy inherent in intelligence work. Governments often rely on covert missions rather 

than official diplomacy to resolve such situations. 

Kabir Anand: The Reluctant Protagonist 

Kabir Anand serves as the emotional and psychological center of the novel. Once 

a highly skilled RAW operative, he now lives a quiet life as a professor of English 

literature. His specialization in Shakespeare symbolizes his attempt to find refuge in art 

and intellectual reflection after years of violence and secrecy. Kabir’s return to espionage 

is motivated not by ambition but by unresolved guilt and a sense of duty. A previous 

mission failure continues to haunt him, creating deep psychological trauma. His 
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hesitation to rejoin the intelligence world reflects the moral ambiguity surrounding 

covert operations. Through Kabir, Siddiqi explores the theme of the reluctant hero—a 

character who must confront past mistakes and personal fears in order to achieve 

redemption. 

The Rescue Mission 

As the mission unfolds, Kabir assembles a team of intelligence specialists tasked 

with infiltrating hostile territory and rescuing the captured agents. The operation 

involves complex planning, technological surveillance, and strategic deception. 

Siddiqi alternates between moments of high-intensity action and introspective reflection. 

This narrative structure allows readers to experience both the physical danger of 

espionage and the emotional strain faced by the characters. The mission also reveals 

hidden alliances, political conspiracies, and conflicting motivations among various 

actors involved in the conflict. 

Climax and Moral Reflection 

The climax of the novel exposes a broader political conspiracy that extends 

beyond the immediate rescue operation. Kabir gradually realizes that intelligence agents 

often serve political agendas that remain hidden from those executing missions. This 

revelation deepens the moral complexity of the narrative. The success of the mission 

does not provide a simple sense of victory; instead, it raises difficult questions about the 

cost of patriotism and the expendability of individuals in the pursuit of national security. 

Major Themes 

Nationalism and Ethical Ambiguity 

One of the central themes of The Bard of Blood is the tension between patriotism 

and morality. Kabir’s loyalty to his country is constantly challenged by the ethical 

compromises required by intelligence work. The novel suggests that nationalism often 

demands sacrifices that blur the line between right and wrong. 

Identity and Dual Existence 

Espionage requires agents to adopt multiple identities and conceal their true 

selves. Kabir’s dual role as a professor and a spy symbolizes this fragmented identity. 

His academic life represents culture, reflection, and intellectual freedom, while his 

espionage work represents secrecy, violence, and duty. 

Psychological Trauma 

Unlike many traditional spy thrillers, Siddiqi emphasizes the emotional toll of 

espionage. Kabir suffers from insomnia, flashbacks, and anxiety related to his past 
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experiences. These symptoms illustrate how covert warfare can leave lasting 

psychological scars. 

 

 

 

Power and Political Manipulation 

The novel portrays intelligence agencies as instruments of political power. Field 

agents often carry out missions without fully understanding the strategic objectives 

behind them. This dynamic reflects broader concerns about transparency, accountability, 

and ethical governance in modern political systems. 

Character Analysis 

Kabir Anand stands out as a multidimensional protagonist. He combines 

intellectual sensitivity with professional competence, making him distinct from 

stereotypical action heroes. His Shakespearean background also adds symbolic depth, as 

themes of betrayal, ambition, and tragic fate resonate with the realities of espionage. 

Supporting characters contribute to the operational dynamics of the narrative. While 

some critics argue that these characters lack detailed psychological development, they 

collectively represent the collaborative nature of intelligence missions. 

Narrative Style and Literary Techniques 

Siddiqi employs short chapters, shifting perspectives, and strategic flashbacks 

to maintain narrative tension. The pacing reflects cinematic storytelling, making the novel 

highly engaging for readers. The use of Shakespearean references functions as a form of 

intertextuality. By connecting espionage events with classical tragic themes, Siddiqi 

elevates the narrative beyond a conventional thriller. 

Adaptation into the Netflix Series 

The popularity of the novel led to its adaptation into the Netflix series Bard of 

Blood in 2019, produced by Red Chillies Entertainment and starring Emraan Hashmi as 

Kabir Anand. The adaptation expands the visual scale of the story and introduces more 

action-oriented sequences. 

However, cinematic storytelling inevitably shifts emphasis from internal psychological 

conflict to visual drama. While the series reaches a wider global audience, some of the 

novel’s introspective depth is reduced in favor of fast-paced action. The novel possesses 

several strengths, including its geopolitical realism, psychologically complex 

protagonist, and exploration of contemporary political issues. Siddiqi successfully 

integrates political commentary with suspenseful storytelling. 

Nevertheless, certain limitations exist. Some secondary characters remain 
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underdeveloped, and the narrative occasionally relies heavily on exposition to explain 

political context. Despite these minor weaknesses, the novel remains a significant 

contribution to modern Indian espionage fiction. 

The Bard of Blood represents an important milestone in the evolution of Indian 

spy fiction. By blending geopolitical realism with psychological introspection, Bilal 

Siddiqi creates a narrative that goes beyond conventional action thrillers. The novel 

explores complex themes such as nationalism, identity, trauma, and political 

manipulation, encouraging readers to reflect on the hidden costs of national security. Theť 

adaptation of the novel into a global streaming series further demonstrates its cultural 

relevance and commercial appeal. As Indian literature increasingly engages with 

international political themes, Siddiqi’s work stands as an example of how popular 

fiction can also function as serious political commentary. The Bard of Blood contributes 

to the broader literary discourse on espionage by highlighting the human experiences 

behind covert operations and questioning the moral boundaries of patriotism. 
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